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Have you read the headlines lately?

Iowa Teachers 
Best in the Nation
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Iowa High School Students’
ACT Scores Celebrated

High School Students
Reaching for Rigor in AP and 

College Level Courses 
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Iowa High Schools are 
Tops in Graduation Rate

Colleges enjoy record enrollment
Thanks to quality K-12 schools
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Achievement Gains
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Good … but Good Enough?

Is YOUR school the 
kind of school students need 
for the 21st Century? 

RANGE OF OPPORTUNITIES
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Choices have expanded,
Connections increased

Internet
Cell phones cameras
iPods/MP3 players
Satellite radio
TiVo
GPS
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Global Marketplace Demands 
internationally competent work force

1 in 6 jobs in US is tied to 
international trade.
Majority of growth for any size 
business will be in international trade.

In 2005, American investors put more new 
money in foreign stock funds than in domestic 
stock portfolios.
Spring 2005 respondents to survey on most 
attractive place to live in the world – only one 
country (India) out of 16 indicated the U.S.

Searching for Talent

2,300 firms adopted talent-management 
technology.
Google advertisement on billboard –
solve the mathematical problem to obtain 
the telephone number to apply for a job.
Modern economy places 
premium on brainpower 
and there is not enough 
to go around!
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Jobs at Significant Risk of Offshoring

Engineering technicians 
Mechanical drafters 
Electrical drafters 
Architectural drafters 
Mechanical engineers 
Electrical engineers 
Chemical engineers 
Biomedical engineers 
Architects
Computer support specialists 
Computer programmers 
Purchasing agents

Aircraft mechanics
Data entry keyers 
Customer service reps
Bookkeeping, accounting clerks 
Bill and account collectors 
Switchboard operators
Medical transcriptionists 
Graphic designers 
Commercial designers 
Multi-media artists
Biological technicians 
Chemists 

Want Ads from Around the World
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Profound Changes in 
Business and the Economy

Everywhere I go, education is the 
subject people most want to talk 
about. In the flat world, anything 
is possible. And the society that 
finds a way to maximize its talent 
will be successful.

Thomas Friedman

Good … but Good Enough?

Is YOUR school the 
kind of school students need 
for the 21st Century? 
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Comments from Iowa 
High School Students:

My school doesn’t offer enough advanced 
classes.”

Wanted to take an on-line summer course but 
district wouldn’t take the credit.”

I’m stuck in a study hall because there is no class 
for me to take.”

I can sleep through my classes and still get an A.”

Our school goes at a faster pace than most other 
schools.”

My school has lots of opportunities for us.”

“
“
“
“
“
“

Our teachers don’t hold us to strict deadlines. If my 
homework is late, they don’t care.”

I’m enrolled in honors lit and it is challenging, our school 
does a pretty good job but our teachers need to try 
harder.”

Make classes more challenging and have higher 
expectations of us.”

Sometimes they hold us back while others catch up.”

I want teachers with integrity with what they say and 
what they teach.”

Good teachers are those who know their subject matter 
thoroughly, care about their students, have a passion 
for teaching, and are fair and ethical.”

“

“
“
“
“

“
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Comments from Iowa 
High School Students:

We need to accept more responsibility to 
learn.”

We should implement manners in our 
schools.”

We always blame someone else - parents, 
teachers; we should look at ourselves –
more people need to think about what they 
can do to make a difference.”

“

“
“

What Will it Take?

Moving students to higher expectations

Rigorous curriculum

Creating classrooms/schools 
that are relevant to the 
21st century

Everyone making 
a difference



15

An Example from India …

… compared to the United States
High School Student Performance 
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Educators slid into the 21st century – and 
into the digital age – still doing a great 
many things the old way. It’s time for 
education leaders to raise their heads 
above the daily grind and observe the 
new landscape that’s emerging.  
Recognizing and analyzing its 
characteristics will help define the 
education leadership, which we should 
be providing our students, both now and 
in the future.”

» Prensky, Dec.05/Jan.06

“
A New Landscape is Emerging

What do Students Need?

Survive or THRIVE?

Our students are no longer “little versions of us” 

as they may have been in the past. In fact, they 

are so different from us that we can no 

longer use either our 20th 

century knowledge or our 

training as a guide to what is 

best for them educationally.

Prensky, 2006
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Complacency or Momentum?

Which shall it be?
MOMENTUMCOMPLACENCY

Earning a diplomaGetting a diploma

On-going 
assessment dataTest scores

Integrating 
knowledge for 
understanding

Knowledge for a test

Moving when readyGroup instruction

Student drivenAdult driven

Charge for Model Core

To ensure that all Iowa students have 
access to a rigorous and relevant 
curriculum to prepare them for 
success in post-secondary education 
and the emerging global economy. 
To provide a tool for Iowa educators 
to use to assure that essential 
subject matter is being taught and 
essential knowledge and skills are 
being learned.
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How Do You View NAEP?

National Assessment of Educational 
Progress
Assessment built from frameworks
Used to compare states on student 
achievement on the test
Does your district know what is 
tested?

Land of Corn and 
Complacency?

“Momentum for reform hit a wall…”
“Such intransigence rankled the 
USDE…”
“International competition, federal 
pressure, and a yawning achievement 
gap appear to be rousing the Hawkeye 
State from its education slumber. It’s 
about time.  Whether the state will 
marshal its energies to put education 
back on the right track is still an open 
question.”

Fordham Report, 2006
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Getting it 
Done

Taking personal 
responsibility to do what’s 
right for our students.
Don’t wait to get the right 
people on board.
Implement an aligned 
curriculum – don’t just 
write or adopt it.
Keep talking.
Stay the course.
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